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The practice that enables
anyone, at anytime, anywhere,
to become liberated is none

other than the Nembutsu,
(by Rev Chishu Takenaka)

tre E7% b

Chshu Takenaka
1932 - 2006
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“2025 Calendar with Dharma Words ”
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In the past month, donations to the amount of $2,328.00 were offered to the Amida Buddha through the Hongwanji Buddhist Mission of Australia.
The HBMA acknowledges the donors and would like to express our sincere gratitude to the following for their generous donations

* Mr Roy Cooke (SA) — Membership contribution

* Ms Ayako Mitsui-Browne — Membership, Donations & Osaisens

* Ms Hiroko Okuyama — Membership & Donations

* Ms Mayumi Saito — Donation for a private service

* Ms Akiko Minami (QLD) — Donations

* Mr Yoshikazu Shiobara (Japan) — Membership

* Ms Tomoe Takeuchi / Ms Atsuko Arai (Japan) — Donation

* The Kishi family — Funeral for the late Masashi Kishi

* Ms Kaoru Morioka / Mr Masahiro Enomoto — Membership & Donation

* M/M Victor & Gill Davidson — Membership contribution

* M/M Michael & Alexandra Pazin Lyon — Donation for officiating their Wedding

* Ms Margaret Fields / Ms Jenifer Meyer — Donations

* Ms Hitomi Howard / Mr Hisakazu Akiyoshi — Donation

* Ms Masako Sugimoto (Japan) — Special donation (2025 Calendars)

* Ms Yoshiko Gault / Mr Kazums Hattori — Donation

* Phuoc Hue Temple — Donations \ﬂ:/
/\

* Ms Eriko Ishida — Altar flowers

Thank you very much in Gassho %F\
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wedding ceremony &
for new couple, Michael Pazin & Al ¢
exandra Lyon.
Michael’s mother is Japanese and
she invited some Japanese relatives
from Japan to participate in their |
wedding in Sydney, therefore Mi-
chael and Alexandra planned to do a Japanese style
wedding with bilingual wording for the sake of their
relatives who only understand Japanese.

p The wedding venue they selected
fwas a cozy cottage in Wisemans
Ferry, far north of Sydney, a very
-~ quiet and beautiful place. The cere-
M= mony started after 5pm and I offici-
\'; ™ ated it solemnly and everyone en-

47 joyed my wording and chanting dur-
“* ing the ceremony.
I truly wish this new cou-

Buddhist shrine ple’s happy married life 3
was set in the gar* (.4} fyy]] of joy and smiles M

den of the cottage
from now on.

(22/12/24) g
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New Year Messages from HBA ministers

In this precious and unrepeatable

life each of us has the opportunity
right now to hear the calling voice of
Amida Buddha and to be given the

HAPPY
W

YEAR
2025

Buddha’s mind of true entrusting -
shinjin. So, this, and every year we
should say the nembutsu in the grateful certainty that

each of us is enfolded in the com-
passionate embrace of the Bud-
ydha’s infinite life and infinite
light of supreme awakening. All
the very best to all HBA members
and supporters in Australia and
around the world for a happy and
healthy 2025.

In Gassho,

Rev Mark Healsmith  Rev Mark Healsmith

Dharma Words

New Year Messages from HBA ministers

change and un-

predictable flux. I wonder
whether we have learned the
lesson that impermanence

has to teach. In the midst of
& life's  uncertainties, Jodo
@ Shinshu reminds us that the
only reliable refuge s
the 1immeasurable wisdom
and compassion of Amida, whose light and life
'embraces all while forsaking none' (sesshu fusha).
So, while we should certainly enjoy precious time
with our loved ones during this period of celebration,
let us not forget the Dharma's deeper message;
namely, that our focus should always be on the 'true
and real' (shinjitsu) that pervades all things and is
with us always — in times of both joy and sorrow.
May you all have a safe and restful
festive season.

It doesn't seem that long ago when I
shared my last new year's greeting with
you. How strange and dream-like is the
passage of time! Indeed, the Buddha
pointed out that
all our lives are
_ subject to rapid

g o

Rev John Paraskevopoulos

In Gassho,

Rev John Paraskevopoulos

Religion surely is a guide

for one to cope
with living and dying.

by Rev Chikai Nakanishi

And once again Ms Tomoe Ta- | |
keuchi (Right) made her visit to

Welcome to HBA ! .

Visitors from Japan

We are so happy to welcome
a new Dharma friend, Ms
| Atsuko Arai, a Japanese mu-
sician in Osaka, to HBA on
15 August 2024. She went to
=join  the Cowra Breakout
80th Anniversary event at
Cowra at the beginning of
August and she also did
many music workshops in Australia acting like mu-
sic ambassador, which is wonderful!

Ms Atsuko Arai visited

HBA. (15/08/24)

HBA on 1 September. She is now
regularly leading a group of stu-
dents from Japan as her job, so I Q

hope she can visit more often to g
HBA in the future!

-
Tomoe Takeuchi B

once again came to M
visit HBA. (01/09/24) m

In Gassho,




i1 Attended Phuoc Hue Temple’s
4 Ullambana Service (18/08/24)

7 ;:It was my honour to be invited to
" M R attend Ullanbana service at Phuoc
Hue Temple in Wetherill Park on 18
August, where I offered my chant-

Phuoc Hue Temple
ing on behalf of Japanese Buddhists.

(Left) With Ven Phuoc Tan OAM (Centre) Offering flowers to monks
Right) Ven Phuoc Tan sharing his Ullambana dharma message

Observed Obon Service &
i HBA AGM
We were able to observe our

1@4 | annual Obon service on 25 Au-

{ gust at the Hondo in Artar-
mon, followed by our first An-
nual General Meeting.

"\ Matsuri Japan Festival 2024

Sydney’s Japanese
community, called Ja-

) @ ing as the pres1dent
.| organised annual Ma- 5,
e tsuri  Festival  in

* ™" Chatswood on Satur-
day 14 September. We once again
shared Japanese culture, including its
food and performances. About 5,000

‘,‘..

Extending wel-

come messages
to the audiences

people came to enjoy and cerebrate this festival!

(Left) Opening Sake barrel with VIPs (Centre) Launched the first
Mikoshi Matsuri Shrine (Right) With all the volunteers (14/09/24,

il Participated in 2024 Sydney
¢ Marathon for World Peace

I ran my eighth Sydney Marathon
for world peace and the future of
HBA on 15 September. It was a
perfect, cool weather '™ ¥
-y for the Marathon and I\ :
~ made my personal best
- time of 3:55:55! and flnally

run!

7| sages (21/9/24)

Participated in International Day of Peace

Interfaith
prayers were
| presented and

I extended a peace
message and also a

< I chanted a su- chanting. (21/9/24)

_ tra and sent a
With all the faith representatives INessage for peace represent-
who extended their Peace mes- 1ng Buddhist faith.

: anniversary since the §
Mgm Cowra breakout happened
ing to commemo- jn 1944. The dJapanese
% m] com'munity once .again or-
ganised a bus trip to par- -
ticipate in the Service of Respect at g
the Cowra War Cemetery after the 'g
Sakura Matsuri on Sunday 29 Sep--
tember. After the wreathe laying cere- |
mony, I chanted a sutra and com-?
memorated all the deceased in Cowra.

TR Participated in Australia Kagyu
P ég Monlam Service (17 &20 Oct 24)

Monlam, known as “the Great Prayer
Festival” is one of the most important
service for the Tibetan Buddhism.

I offered Japa-

nese chanting
(17/10/24)

Dukung Gyaltsen '
Lama Tulku Rin-
poche of Kagyu Aus- ||
tralia to be part of this service and | | :
also was asked to share my chant- With Ven Gyaltsen
ing which was my honour. Rinpoche (17/10/24)
(23 & 25 Oct 24)

B
0524 b ,%‘f
I participated in a couple of Chaplain y

seminars to improve my chaplaincy skill. /

The one I participated on 23 October was

organised by Catholic group focusing the

palliative care. Then another one on 25 October was
in NSW. I had a role
for the day.

Participated in Chaplain Seminars

W l first ever chaplain con-
“ . .
tion by chanting and

ference for Buddhists
£ extending my message

organised by Buddhist Council of NSW, which was the
for the closing medita-
A T P 1




Minister’s New Year message

> QA

“Shin’nen Akemashite Omedeto Gozaimasu (Ha New Year!)” from
Rev Watanabe’s family!
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENI]

As we welcome the New Year 2025, on behalf of
Hongwanji Buddhist Association (HBA), I would like to
express my sincere appreciation to each and every one
of you who have supported the HBA, its activities and
services, during the previous year.

It’s been one year since my
home town, Suzu City in Ishi- §

earthquake on the New Year’s j.

Day last year. The house, ‘{ifs &
which we have so many fondr
memories is now demolished .
and cleared out on last Novem- ,

T s

ber. I truly understand the uur home once. (23/11/24)
Buddha’s following words :

“Everything changes,

nothing remains without change.”

This is my sincere hope that the year 2025 will become
a safe and natural disaster free year.

In other hand, disasters created by human-being are
still going on in Ukraine and the Palestine, especially
in Gaza Strip and the West Bank where the many in-
nocent children have been killed. I hope the year 2025
will become a year all the conflicts will be extinct.

HBA (Hongwanji Buddhist Association Incorporated)

Email: sydneyhongwanji@gmail.com
Bank Account (Westpac)

BSB: 032-090 Account: 282 692
Telephone: 0412 - 396 - 014

Please note that HBA is dependent on contributions and donations
from our members and supporters. So, I wish to ask all of you to
support more for our mission if possible.

BULLETIN

The land where there was

Since the HBA was established, a
year and half had already passed. It
seems like we have been managing
this new organisation. However, we
still need help in many areas where
financial support is the most needed.

Our mother temple, Nishi-Hongwanji
Kyoto Japan, is giving us their mini-
mum support, so HBA is dependent
on contributions and donations from
our mem-
bers  and
supporters. So, I wish to ask
all of you to support more
for HBA. :
Therefore, please renew | ==

your membership and ShOW ) Goei-do (Founder’s hall) of

that you are supporting  Nishi-Hongwanji, Kyoto
HBA!

Thank you for those who already contributed this
year’s pledge.

& spevmys

HBA’s Buddhist
shrine decorated for
Obon service in Au-
gust 2024.

Please remember, although I am working as a full-
time chaplain in hospitals, I can
still manage my time. Therefore,
in the case when you need a pri-
vate services, I am still available
to help during the week-days, so
please do not hesitate to contact
me when you need my service.

I strongly hope the year 2025 will
be an another fruitful and more
meaningful year.

Amida Buddha’s boundless com-
passion always reaches each one of
us, with no discrimination or dis-
tinction. Once we realise Amida Buddha’s supporting
arms, which are always trying to embrace each of us,
we will discover a life of appreciation. Then we will
recite Buddha’s name spontaneously.

Shinran Shonin

(1173-1262)

The life of appreciation is the way to live as a Jodo
Shinshu follower.

Therefore, let us continue to live our
faithful daily lives appreciating
Amida Buddha’s wisdom and com-
passion reciting Namo Amida Butsu,
and try to help those who suffer.

I wish all readers of the bulletin safe,
happy and meaningful days through-
out the year.

In Gassho,

Rev Shigenobu Watanabe Amida Buddha
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New Year’s Greeting

Happy New Year! At the beginning of the New
Year, I would like to extend my warm regards to
you all.

As in previous years, many people throughout
the world have been affected by natural disas-
ters, including earthquakes, floods, and forest
fires. I would like to offer my deepest condolences
to all who have perished in those calamities. I
would also like to express my sympathies to
those who are still coping with the dire situa-
tions. It is my sincere hope that all who have
been affected will soon be able to return to nor-
malcy.

In addition to the continuing Russian invasion
of Ukraine that began in February 2022, armed
conflict in the Middle East since October 2023
has intensified, putting a toll on civilians. As
Buddhists, let us embrace the words of Sakya-
muni Buddha that “Everyone fears violence and
is scared of death. In consideration of all life, do
not kill and do not make others kill.”

We, as human beings who have received life in
this world, shall have our human rights equally
guaranteed regardless of reason, and must never
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have our lives threatened. However in reality,
conflicts and terrorist attacks have occurred
everywhere in the world and for many people,
their right to live and exist has been threat-
ened. As Buddhists as well as Nembutsu fol-
lowers who aspire to achieve peace, we must
keep seriously in our hearts the words of
Sakyamuni Buddha as well as Shinran Shonin
who aspired for a peaceful world in pursuing
our endeavor of contributing toward world
peace and security.

Through the Jodo Shinshu teaching, we are
guided to appreciate Amida Buddha’s working
that enables us to become aware of our true
self. Being caught up in our self-centered think-
ing and desires, we are unable to accept the
Universal Truth of dependent origination and
impermanence, and that is why we constantly
suffer from our human desires.

Unable to leave us in such a state, Amida
Buddha continuously works to lead us to the
Dharma. By regarding each individual as a fel-
low traveler following the same path being
guided and embraced by Amida Buddha, we are
enabled to respect and help each other while
courageously coping with difficult social issues.
Let us continue listening and appreciating
Amida Buddha’s working as Buddhist followers
while cherishing each and every day.

January 1, 2025

OHTANI Kojun
Monshu
Jodo Shinshu Hongwanji-ha




